THE TRAGEDY OF RAMS AT MACDONALD
compliment in their hypocritical simulation of righteous
indignation. It attributed a higher moral code to the Socialist
than to any of the other two Parties. There would have been
nothing dishonest or dishonourable in a mere Conservative or
Liberal Prime Minister distributing titles for a ' consideration/
but for a professed Socialist to stoop to such malpractices
was intolerable.
Although the principal newspapers advertised the facts and
stressed the insinuation, very few considered MacDonakTs
explanations worth any space whatever. The explanation
given of the * Biscuits ' and c Motor-car' incidents in one of
the biographies of Mr. MacDonald is ridiculous.
' After MacDonald took office/ it reads, * Sir Alexander
learned that the Prime Minister, at the end of tiring days
at the Foreign Office and Downing Street, was travelling
home to Hampstead by Underground. Often unrecognized,
he was forced at busy times to *c strap-hang " all the way
to the northern suburb.*
The fact is that, after MacDonald took office, he removed
from Hampstead to Downing Street. The Foreign Office is
just the width of a lane from c Number 10.' Why should he
be going to Hampstead after a tiring day at the Foreign
Office and Downing Street ?
The short sentence of explanation and excuse is only five
lines in length, but contains ten untruths. Mr. Grant did not
learn of MacDonakTs pilgrimage to Hampstead by Tube,
because it did not happen. Then the Prime Minister rarely
spent a day at the Foreign Office or * Number 10,* and it
must be remembered that * Number 10 * was his London
home. Several days a week he had to be at the House of
Commons to answer questions in the afternoon, and he never
went back to Downing Street, unless to sleep. He never used
the Underground when he was in office, for he had no need to
do so. After he had been put out of office, he had to leave
Downing Street and return to Hampstead, when he often
travelled by Tube. That little bit about the Prime Minister
of Great Britain strap-hanging in the Underground is a
decorative, journalistic touch. It is not usual to ' strap-hang *
in an empty carriage. As the House rarely rose before mid-
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